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ÍPRESIDENT CALLS 
NICARAGUA REBELS 
FRE EDOH FIGH TERS 

CONDEMNSTHE SANDINISTS 

Describes Andropov Proposal 
on Reducing Warheads in 
EuropeasEncouraging 


By STEVEN tL WEISMAN 

SpwaaJ toTtae Hrw Yort TtoM 

WASHINGTON, May 4 — President 
Reagan said today that tnsurgent 
groups ia Nicaragua recaving covert 
aid from the Central Intelligence 
A gency were **freedom figbters" op- 
posiag a Governmení that had betrayed 
its revolutionary principles. 

He said it wouid be “ali right with 
I me” ií Congress wanted to require that 
I assistance to tbe rebels be “overt irw 
stead of covert, M but added that tbere 
wouid have to be do fiutber x es ti ic ti ons 
imposed on tbeir acövities. 

The PTesident said the S&Ddizüst re* 
gime in Njcaragua, which took power in 
& revolution in 1979, was **a Govem. 
‘xnent oui oí the barrel of a gurT and 
questioned its right to retain power. 

Qoestioo of Legfttznacy 

“Wha: makes them anymore a legiti- 
mate govemment than tbe people of 
Nicaragua who are asking for & chance 
to vote for tbe kind of govemment they 
want? M Mr. Reagan asked. He said tbe 
Nicaraguan “freedom fighters*’ began 
tbeir effort after the Govemment abn> 
gated voüng and otberrights. 

Dntü Mr. Reagan’s comments today, 
the Administraüon had maintained that 
tbe sole purpose of covert aid to anti- 
Govemmení groups in Nicaragua was 
to hah tbe flow of weapons. Mr. Rea- 
gan’s cotnments marked tbe first time 
he or auy otber senior offidal bad 
spoken of the öesirahiliry of assisting 
groups wbose purpose wns to challeoge 
the Sandinist regime in Nic&r&gua. 


ÍTCW TORT TDíKS 
5 HAT 1983 


Soviet Offer < £oco(zragiiig’ 

In a news conferece with six White 
House correspcndents, the President 
dealt almost exclusively with'foreign 
poiicyissues. 

<ÍHe found **encouraging M tbe offer 
made Tuesday by Yuri V. Andropov, 
the Soviet leader, to reduce medium* 
range nuclear forces in Europe in nuzn* 
bers of warheads as well as in numbers 
j of missües and planes. ,r We feel that 
way, azxi have felt that way for some 
time, that this is what we shouid be ne» 
gDbating, M Mr. Reagan said. 

• HHe riec.lmeri to critidze the pastoral 
ietter approved by tbe Roman Cafbolic 
bishops of the Uzüted States denouDCizzg 
the use crf nuclear weapoos. He said tbat 
he had not read the 45,000-word lecter 
but that it seemed to be “a legitimate 
cffart to do exactly what we’re rioing, 
and that is to try to find some ways to- 
warti world peace. M 

^He defended his ioretgn policies 
generally, disputing & questiooer’s 
c haract erization of tbem as “very un- 
successfui so far. M He said that Beinit 
was “do longer being sheüed oc a daiiy 
basis around tbe dock M by the Israelis, 
that “we are down to ztegotiating the 
withdrewal of foreign foroes M in Leba- 
nan and that tbe Atiantic AüiaDce had 
never beec “any more solid than it is 


^He said he was certain that Arab na- 
tiop s **ar e very serious about wanting 
tbe cootinuation of the pe&ce talks M in- 
vohdng Israel and Jordan over the dis- ; 
posttian of tbe West Bank. He said **we 1 
have to recognize M that the countries 
would have to agree before negotiations 
could proceed ‘Without tbe JPaiestine 
Liberation Oiganization. 

TOe said he was ‘Very upset M that 
sozne of his aides were dissemmating 
“tbese taies” about disagreements 
aznong his staff. Hecalled tbe news ao 
counts of staff rivalry exagger&ted and 
said he was “trying to find out M who 
was discussing the matter with report- 
ers. 

Speaking of Congress azxJ the issue of 
covert aid to Nicaraguan rebels, Mr. 
Re&gan said: “If tbey want to tell us 
that we c&n give mooey, and rio the 
same tfaings we‘ve been rioing — 
mooey, giving, providing assist&nce 
azxi so forth to these people directly — 
and making it overt instead of coveit, 
that’s all right with me. I Just dcmt 
want the restrictions put on it tbat they 
1 migfatputon.” 


Tbe Presidem aiö not rerer to äñy 
spedfic Congressional restrictions. The 
House Select Coznmittee on lntelh- 
gence, seeking to restrict aid tothein- 
terceptian of weapons fi »m Nicaragua 
to E1 Salvador, voted Tuesday to cut ofí í 
fimds for tbe Central Inteliigence ; 
Agency to conduct covert military ac~ ; 
tionsinhricaragua. " | 

Besides seezning to suggest that the ! 
Admiznstration sooght to ch&lieoge the 
Sandinist regiine, the President’s com- 
ments today aiso appeared to oo n tr a - 
dict & previous assertioc by the Admin- 
istratioo that it was not broaking & l&w 
approved by Coogreas in Decetnber 
barri ng an y aid that might bemed to 
overthrow the Nic&r&gu&n Govem- 
menL 

Asked if he was not now s&ying that 
the United States supported 
44 who seek the overthrow of the Nicara- 
guan Govemment,” Mr. g&id: 

"Weli, <k> they? Or are they 
that Govemmeot — or that revolution 
of which they themsehves were a part •— 
a sking it to go back to its revotutianazy 
promises azxi keep faith with the revo- 
lution that tbe people of Ntcaragua 
ported?” 

Vcxeto CmOff Pmris 

Mr. Reagan's comments on tbe tur- 
bulent CentraJ American sttuatian 
came only a day after tbe Houee intelli- 
gence conxmittee’s 9-to-5 voce to cut off 
funds for C.I.A. covert mihtary 
“ Nicaragua. Insteatl, tfae commtfTw 
autborized S 80 milliop tor omt aki to 
.“any triendly country in Central Amer- 
ica” to intemipt tbe suppiv oí weapons 
to the SaJvadoran guerrillas. 

The committee’s vote was coosiriered 
a serious setback for the Adzcinistra- 
tion. Mr. Reagan said today that if the 
ban on covert aki to Nicaraguan rebel 
groups were approved by Congress as & 
whole, it would set “a very dangerous 
precedent. M 

He said the comrrüttee vote **was 
literally taking away the ability 6f tbe 
executive br&nch to carry out its consti- 
tutional respoosibilities.” Mr. Re&gan 
ooted, however, that the 
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